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It’s that romantic time of the year again, and I have to say that in spite of the doom and 
gloom in the news every day, it seems the spirits of our local venues are not dampened. 
There are a huge number of special events and themed evenings happening in honour 
of cupid’s bow this year. Starting on Thursday 12th February with an evening of Opera 
and Fine Dining at La Lanterna entitled ‘Love, Passion and Romance’, for young people 
there’s a contemporary and humorous insight into the lives of British Asian singletons from 
19th - 21st Feb with ‘Where’s my Desi Soulmate’ at the Hawth, with a single-mingle night
on the opening night, and 2-for-1 cocktails. and ending on 28th February with a fundraising
Valentine’s Dance at the Woodhatch Centre (bring your own drink) for our more senior 
romantics, and something for everyone in between. What an amorous lot you are!! If 
you’re single and feel uncomfortable about Valentine’s Day why not head off to Le Roc’s 
Valentine Ball. (Please see pages 10, 14 and 15 for details of all these events). 
If you find your romance in doing things outdoors together, there’s ‘Snowdrops and
Candlemas’ at Gatton Park on 7th February, with a talk by Chris Howkins followed by a 
walk to see the famous Gatton Snowdrops. (Tea and Cake in the ticket price).
As always there is so much going on, so make sure you get out there and support just 
one venture, because these events just don’t happen without you, and if you’re buying a 
Valentine’s gift, think carbon footprint and supporting local retailers, and consider what 
you can find locally before you head up town. There are 2 great suggestions for local gifts 
for the lady in your life in our centrespread. Otherwise say it with flowers from your local 
florists (rather than the supermarket or petrol station).
The editorial team: Collette Barber, Andrew Cressy, Jenny Lawrence,
Gemma Counsell and credited RH123 Gold Members. 
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